


Students should register in BIOL 460 and BIOL 499A in the fall term, and BIOL 499B in the spring 
term. In special cases, students may register for Honours in other terms, but BIOL 460 must be 
taken in the fall and BIOL 499A and 499B must be taken in consecutive terms. 

 
HONOURS PROJECT RESEARCH 

Each student develops an Honours research project in consultation with their supervisor or co- 
supervisors. A two-page outline of the research project is submitted to the Supervisor(s) and 
Honours Advisor within 6 weeks of the start of classes in fall term. The outline should explain 
the objectives of the research, the hypotheses to be tested, and the methodology to be used in 
data collection and analysis of results. 

For BIOL 460, all students present a 15 minute research project seminar during the fall term, 
followed by questions and evaluation. The seminar should outline the context for the 
research and explain the objectives, methods and planned experiments. At this stage, a 
comprehensive account of results is not expected. 

A two-page summary of results achieved in the experimental work for the thesis is submitted to 
the Supervisor(s) and Honours Advisor by the end of February in the spring term. The purpose 
of this summary is to demonstrate that the student has completed the research phase of the 
work in time to prepare the thesis. 

HONOURS THESIS AND DEFENSE 

The Honours thesis is a written document similar in format to a graduate thesis. Honours 
students should submit their theses by the last day of lectures and defend them during the April 
examination period. The Supervisor(s) must approve a draft copy of the thesis before 
submission. The student distributes electronic or hard copies of the thesis for all members of the 
examining committee. This committee consists of the student’s project supervisor(s), an 
Honours Advisor, and another examiner (to be chosen by the supervisor in consultation with the 
student, and approved by the Honours advisors). 

The oral defence consists of a 20 minute presentation by the student on their results, followed 
by questions on the thesis and presentation from the members of the examining committee. 
After the defense, at least one final, corrected copy of the thesis should be submitted to the 
Biology General Office. This copy will be bound and returned to the student. The student should 
consult with their supervisor(s) to ask if the supervisor would like to pay for a bound copy of the 
thesis. If so, the student should print and submit this additional copy. 

GRADING 
BIOL 460 is a COM/INC course. 

BIOL   is ( )-5is. 


